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Introduction 
™ E 


The present series of arrangements is the result of an attempt 
to make available to concert soloists a group of Negro Spirituals 
hitherto obtainable for ensembles only. These songs, while less 
familiar, possess all the musical and racial charm of the old fa- 
vorites and have become widely known through their performance 
by the Hall Johnson Negro Choir. 


Of course, no solo singer of Negro Spirituals can hope to equal 
the effects obtained when these songs are sung by large groups 
of unaccompanied Negro voices. However, in order to approxi- 
mate these effects, Mr. Johnson has tried, in the present arrange- 
ments, to surround the solo voice with piano accompaniments 
which will suggest the characteristic rhythms, counter-melodies 
and harmonic flavors supplied, in more primitive performances, 
by the other singers. 


For the past few years these arrangements (in manuscript) 
have been frequently used and heartily recommended by the best 
Negro singers of Spirituals, including Roland Hayes, Harry T. 
Burleigh, Abbie Mitchell and Marian Anderson. In fact, it is at 
the urgent request of many singers that they are now being 
offered to the public. 


—PUBLISHER’S NOTE. 
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